
The Pt Skiff Modified October 2009 Update

The PT Skiff was designed for the Wooden Boat and Professional Boatbuilder design 
challenge. It met and very much exceeded the requirements for the contest.
In reviewing it for our kit business however, we decided to take the design a step further. 

The original design needed foam flotation in most of the compartments in order to comply with 
USCG requirements. 

Most production skiffs are this way, but we 
didnʼt like the thought of having most of the 
available stowage space filled with foam.

Much of the flotation needed is to provide 
stability in the case of a swamped boat. 
It made sense to put some of this buoyancy 
at the outer edges of the boat.

We had been thinking about side decks 
while building the first boat as a way to 
simplify construction, so the choice was 
made to re-design the boat with side decks 
and allow for 3” of foam to be fitted in the space underneath.  This foam is hidden by the 
combing.
The modification will mean that the boat will have a much smaller outer spray rail, and be 

about 15lbs heavier.
 

the advantages are;  
Stability if flooded,
Storage in lockers, instead of foam,
A more rigid structure,
More security.  Side decks mean the 

boat is much less likely to ship water in 
very rough weather.

  

We have just cut the kit for the second 
prototype and should have the structure 
complete and have completed the manual by 
mid November.
Because of these design adjustments, building 
this second prototype in our shop is just 
beginning. 
Keep tabs on it on our blog.

Click links on photos to see larger images.
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